Raingardens!
Uses, Benefits and Resources




What is a Raingarden?

Native Plants
Native plants are
adapted to local
conditions and are
easy to maintain once
established. Plus,
they attract birds,
butterflies and
other pollinators.
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How&d.oes a rain garden work?
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Down Spouts

Assist with directing rain : Deep Roots
water from your roof to . Plants with a deep root system ./ >
encourage infiltration and help "% ' Aberm holds water

your rain garden.
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Urban Changes to the Environment
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Figure 1. Impacts of urbanization on stream flow (Schueler,
1987).

..a fast, increased burst of water followed by diminished flow



In streams, this looks like...




How does this impact us?

rop in water quality and guantity




Around our homes, this looks
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« Encourages infiltration  Distributes water more
* Reduces nutrients in water favorably in your yard
Recharges ground water » Creates a beautiful gard




Could look like...







In shaded areas










Providing wildlife habitat




Plan garden
site, size & soll
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Diverting gutters




Newly planted




Resources

 Building instructions: NC State Cooperative Extension
« Backyard Raingarden
programhttp://www.bae.ncsu.edu/topic/raingarden/Reso
urces RGmanual.pdf
« Templates: Low Impact Development
Centerhttp://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden
design/templates.htm
« Raingardening in the South by Krauss and Spafford
« Workshops:
* Friends of Bolin Creek Homeowners’ Raingarden
Initiative: April 14 & 25 in Carrboro
« NC State Cooperative Extension
» Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association
* Plants:
* NC Botanical Garden
» (website has a through list of native plant nurseries)
Niche Gardens
* Mellow Marsh Nursery



http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/topic/raingarden/Resources_RGmanual.pdf
http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design/templates.htm

